
Volunteering in the Red Cross of RNM 
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June1859 

24 June1859  battle at 

Solferino  

   

Provision of medical 

care with the support 

of the civilian 

population  without 

any discrimination  



October 1863 First International Conference  

In 1862, Henry Dunant published the 

book A Memory of Solferino  
 

International Committee for 

assistance to wounded and ill  



In the Henry Dunant book ñA Memory of Solferinoò he 

promotes two key messages: 

Establishment of societies of volunteers for provision of assistance to wounded ï nowadays Red 

Cross and Red Crescent Societies 

 

Reaching International agreement for protection of wounded soldiers at the battlefield ï which 

subsequently resulted with the modern International Humanitarian Law 

Two ideas 

Henry Dunant 



˭͍͔͊ͨͦͤ͊͊ͥ͘ 
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How was the Red Cross emblem born? 



ÅRed Cross on white background in 1864, opposite of the Swiss flag 
colors in honor of Henry Dunant,the founder of the Red Cross. 

 

ÅRed Crescent on white background adopted in 1929. Today this 
emblem is used by 33 of 192 officially recognized national societies. 

  
ÅRed Lion and Sun on white background adopted in 1929, but it is not 

in use since 1980.  

 

 
ÅRed Crystal on white background adopted in 2006.  

 

 

The history of the recognized emblems of the Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement : 



Recognized emblems of the Red Cross and Red Crescent 
Movement                  

             

Red Cross Red Lion and 
Sun 

Red 
Crystal 

 

Red Crescent 
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Å provides protection; or  

Å shows membership in the Movement .  

 

Protective  use: 

 to  mark  medical  personnel,  facilities,  

vehicles  and materials  that  must  be 

protected  and respected . 

 

Indicative  use: 

 mainly  in  times  of peace to  indicate  that  

the  person,  vehicle  or  the  facily  is linked  

with  the  Movement . 

The emblem is a symbol that:  
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Imitation  
The emblem  is used (sometimes  for  commercial  
purposes)  on signs that  may be confused  with  the  
emblem  (for  example . similar  colors  or  design). 
 
 
Usurpation  
The emblem  is used by unauthorized  groups and 
individuals  (companies,  doctors,  pharamacies , 
�1�*�2�·�V�� etc .) 
 
Fraud  
Using the  emblem  in times  of  war  for  protection  of 
armed  forces  or  military  equipment  (ambulances  or  
helicopters  marked  with  the  emblem,  but  
transporting  armed  soldiers  or  arms).  

Misuse of the emblem  


